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an amendmeént might be framed. The
amendment, however, had not arrived
and he asked that progress be reported.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Progress reported.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Public Service list
for 1813.

House adjourned at 11-28 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Tuesday, 7th October, 1913,

Papers presented .. . 1638
Questions : Early Closing pmsemtlan.s .. 1583
Empire Par menhry Part,ys vislt 1583
Yandanooks Estate 1634

Bills : Water BuDDly Sewara 8, and Dmlnage
Am dn:l , SR, 8%

1634

Traffic, . 1630
mentlu Improveman ;B 1648
Motion : Electoral rolls, t.lve Oonncll 1548
Amsent to Bllls 1548
Adjournment, speclnl 1551

The PRESIDENT took tne Chair at
4.30 pm., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Gov-
ernment Savings Bank-—Annual bal-
ance-sheet, report, and returns for year
ended 30th June. 2, Report of the Se-
lect Commitiee of the Legislative Assem-
bly appointed to inguire into the removal
of E. H. Hamel from the Public Serviee.
3, Public Worls Department.—Roads
Act, 1911—By-laws of the following
Roads Boards:—(a.) Perth Roads Board.
{b.) Warren Roads Board. (¢.) Shark
Bay Roads Board. (d.} Yalgoo Roads
Board.
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QUESTION-—EARLY CLOSING PRO-
SECUTIONS.

Hon. W. PATRICK (for the Hon.
R. D. McKenzie) asked the Honor-
ary Minister (Hon. J, E. Dodd): 1, Have
any prosecutions been instituted in the
metropolitan distriet under Seetions 9
or 12 of the Early Closing Act, 1902, ov
its amendments ¢ 2, If so, how many,
and what was the result 7 3, Have any
exemptions under the same sections of
the Act been granted ¥ 4, If so, how
many, and why ¢

The HONOEARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. E. Dodd) replied : 1, Yes, 2, Under
See. 9 and amendment—41 prosecutions
resalting in 33 convictions, 5 dismissals,
and 3 cases withdrawn. Total fines, £11
7s.; costs, £8 5s. 6d. Under Section 12
and amendments—75 prosecutions, re-
sulting in 67 econvictions, 2 dismissals,
and 6 cases withdrawn. Total fines, £30;
cosls, £10 8s. 6d. 3, Yes. 4, Ome, To
facilitate stocktaking, one wholesale and
relail firm was granted permission in
April, 1812, to employ assistants over-
time on 24 days continuously in liex of
twelve days in each half-vear, as pro-
vided by See. 14 of the Early Closing
Act,

QUESTION—EMPIRE PARLIAMENT-
ARY PARTY'S VISIT.

Hon. W. PATRICK (for the Hon. R.
D. McEenzie) asked the Colonial See-
retary : 1, Is it in pursuanee of a poliey
of discouraging the mining industry of
the State that the Government did not
include views representative of the in-
dustry in the souvenir programme pre-
sented to members of the Empire Parlia-
mentary Association at the social held on
1st Qctober, other primary industries be-
ing so represented? 2, If not, then why
was the omission made?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1 and 2, The object of the Gov-
ernment in eompiling the “Souvenir Pro-
gramme,” combined with an official it-
inerary, in connection with the recent
visit of members of the Empire Parhia-
mentary Association, was of a twofold
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nature, viz. :—{a) To illustrate the bro-
¢hure with a view of assisting the dele-
gation to recall the incidents of the tour;
and (b) In view of the exceedingly brief
nature of the visit, that some authori-
tative and informative detail should be
placed in the hands of the British Par-
liamentarians. With regard to (a), the
“‘Souvenir Programme’’ was designed,
in aceordance with its title, for the pur-
poses of a Programme whilst the Delega-
tion was on tour, and at the same time
serving as a reminder of the actual places
visited in Western Australia. It was
thought advisable, however, to specially
refer statistically to those important in-
dustries which time would not admit of
inspeetion, viz,, mining, pearling, pas-
toral, etc. Each member of the delega-
tion was also presented with a copy of
the illustrated ¢‘Official Handbook,’’
which deals extensively with all the in-
dustries of the State, with a supplement-
ary page inserted giving the latest min-
ing and ofher statistical data to the 30th
June, 1913. Further, a special package
of official literature was handed to each
of the visitors, and this was subsequent-
ly deseribed by them as being emi-
nently snited to the oceasion, and of
great value in connection with the in-
vestigations being made.

QUESTION—YANDANOOKA ES-
TATE.

Hon. W. PATRICK asked the Colonial
Becretary : 1, Is it true that the Gov-
ernment have set apart ar intend to
set apart an area on the Yandanooka
estate as a quarantine station for infected
eattle ? 2, If so, is it lheir intention
to send ecattle suffering from pleuro
or tick to this portion of the Govern-
ment’s latest purchase under the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase?

The COLONLAL SECRETARY re-
plied as follows:—1 and 2, To meet
a special emergency, a portion of a re-
cent shipment of East Kimberley cattle
purchased by the Government, has been
sent to Yandanooka for fattening. The
beasts, though coming from an area
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where pleuro exists, were inoculated be-
fore shipment and ecarefully serufinised
at Fremantle before being despatched,
and no traces of the disease were appar-
ent. They are being kept in an isolated
paddock at some distance from the other
cattle,

BILL—WATER SUPPLY, SEWER-
AGE, AND DRAINAGE AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 30th Sep-
tember,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
There is only one clause in this Bill in
relalion to whieh I propose to address
a few remarks to the House, and that is
Clause 4, the purpose of which is to re-
peal Seection 21 of the prineipal Aet and
to make that Act perpetual. In regard
to that T intend to refer to it only as it
affects the administration of the Geldfields
Water Supply Act Amendment Act of
1911. To my mind no Act ever placed
on the statute-books of this eouniry has
been administered in s¢ harsh and
unsympathetic a manner by the authori-
ties as that particular measure. I intend
to call attention very briefly to some of
the remarks made by Ministers in this
House and anclher place when that Bill
was before the House, which, ne doubt,
induced some hon. members to support
a measnre which would otherwise not
have et with their approval. In intro-
ducing the measure in another place the
Minister for Works made it clear that
ihe intention of the measure was to make
an adequate charge for the expenditure
the Government intended to inenr, He
pointed out the necessity there was to
extend the water pipes in different parts
of the drier distriets, and said that in
order to do this they must have a rating
scheme, In speaking on the different
charges the Minister sgid—

Another main may be smaller, and
for that reason the eapital cost would
be less, and the rate need not be so
great, 1 want to make this clear, lo
show that although the maximum rate
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is 5d., and as far as the 13 extensions
are concerned is 4d., at the same time
a number will be under 4d., and it is
possible for a Minister to diseriminate
so0 Lhat he only levies the rate to recoup
- him for the expenditure on that one
particular main,
Throughout the whole debate it was made
clear that the object of the Bill was to
enable the Minister to recoup himself
for the expenditure he proposed to in-
cur. When the measure was before this
Chamber the Colonial Secretary in mov-
ing the second reading said—

It is proposed to start rating the
new mains from 1st January next, and
in regard to the extensions under the
gnarantee system, rating will com-
mence at six months’ notice, so that
rating will be in full swing from 1st
July nest in respeet to the old and
new mains. Under the Bill it is pro-
posed to charge annually a fixed sum
of £5 for every conneclion, and for
general rating a maximum of 5d. has
been fixed. with special provision for
the Minister to charge more than this
if necessary, in order to cover the ex-
penditure.

. He further said—

Waier supplies will not be forced
on the farmers, but if they are willing
to foot the bill water distriets will be
declared.

Later on, when the matter was being con-
sidered in Committee, the question of tax-
ing the people along the existing mains
arose. It was pointed out that it was
unjust to these people. They were asking
the Government to do nothing for them,
yet their land, some of it being of inferior
character, was made subject to a holding
charge of £5 per annum and an additional
rate of 4d. per acre, which was in many
cases more than a fair renfal for the land.
The Colonial Secretary said—

It was not the Government’s inten-
tion to make it apply to existing pipe
lines at present, or for some time to
come. Eventually it might be applied.

At a later stage the Colonial Secretary
said—

It was impossible to pive a gnaran-
tee that the measnre would not extend
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to the existing pipe line in future, but
there was no intention to so extend it
at the present time, and he did nof
think that a step like that would he
taken without giving members of both
Houses an opportunity to diseuss the
matter. He understood it was the in-
tention of the Government to bring
down o Bill later on o meet existing
circumstances. The people to whom
this Bill applied had all been consulted
and had consented to its provisions.

The Colonial Seeretary: Read to the
bottom of the page.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : I am com-
ing to that. It was clearly stated that
the people to whom this measore applied
had all been consulted and had consented
to its provisions. As a matter of faet,
not one single individnal along the exist-
ing pipe line had been econsulted, or, if
consulted, would have dreamed of con-
senting to the provisions of this Bill.
Later on the Hon, Mr. Wilding asked for
an assurance that this would not be made
to apply to pipe lines already in existence
before another measure was brought
down, and the Colonial Secretary stated—

In 12 months’ time the Minister for
Works intended to apply this Act to
all existing lines.

The Colonial Seereiary had previously
given an assurance that there was no in-
tention to extend it at the present time,
and that he did not think the step was
likely to be taken without hon, members
being given an opporiunity to discuss
the matter. Affer the statement of the
Colonial Seeretary that the Bill would
apply to pipe lines already in existence
at the end of 12 months, the hon. 3Mr.
Cullen moved that the following be added
to stand as Clause 10, “This Act shall
continue in force until the 31st Deeember,
1912, and no longer,” and it was ex-
plained thai the object of that amendment
was to convert the partial promise of the
Colonial Secretary, that a Bill would be
submitted to Parliament, into an assur-
ance that the Government wounld not go
on with this work without submitting a
Bill to Parliament within the next 12
months. That amendment was carried,
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but it was subsequently defeated in an-
other place. The matter again came be-
fore this House, I believe on the last day
of the session, and here we have a state-
ment from the Colonial Secretary—

The Minister for Works stated that
it was not proposed that the rate to
be imposed on the land adjoining ihe
oléd main should be 4d. per aere—pos-
sibly it would be as low as 2d.—be-
cause there was no eapital expenditure
involved for which the department
would have to be recouped.

That was the assurance given to this
House in the closing moments of the ses-
sion, ang it was largely on that assurance
that the Bill was passed into law. Tt
was an assurance from the Minister for
Works through the Colonial Seeretary
that it was not proposed that the rate to
be imposed on the land adjoining the old
main shonld be 4d. per acre and that
possibly it would be as low as 2d., be-
canse no capital expenditure was involved
for which the department would have to
be recouped. In spite of that the Admin-
istration clapped a rate of 4d. per acre
on that land which the Minister assured
the House wonld not be rated at 4d. and
might be rated at only 2d. I shall be
glad to listen to any explanation which
the Minister may have to offer. I know
the rate imposed is grossly unjust, so far
as the people in the Eastern Districts are
concerped, It is a rate whieh many of
them have not paid, cannot pay, and
never will be able to pay profitably, and
I know from reading these debates that
this House would never have agreed had
they been told that this rate of 4d. per
acre would be imposed indiseriminately
on all these people, whether they asked
for a special service or not. The Minister
asked for permission to rate these pco-
ple in return for services which he was
going to render them, and to recoup him
for the expense; and over and over again
we find the statement that the people
to be affected have all been eonsulted and
have all arreed. As a matter of fact the
people most vitally affected were pever
consulted; they have had nothing spent in
their interests, and would never have
agreed to the imposition. In the cirenm-
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stances it is my intention to enter a
protest, both against the unjust treatment
meted out to the settlers and also against
the improper method by which this
amending Act of 1911 passed the Cham-
ber; and to ask members when in Com-
mittee to strike out Clause 4 of the Bill.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) : The Coolgardie Water
Scheme——

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom has already spoken on
the Bill. ’

Hon. Sir E, H. WITTENOOM : Tt
was only a short speech.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned.

BILL—TRAFFIC.

Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 2nd October.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I wish to put before the
House a few reasons on behalf of those
bodies outside of Perth and Fremantle
why the Bill should be accepted. T may
say I have had requests from the various
local bodies, such as the Claremont roads |
board, the Claremont municipal couneil,
the Peppermint Grove roads board, the
Cottesloe municipal council, the West
Guildford roads board, and the Midland
Junetion munieipal eouncil, asking me to
support the Bill; and the only qualifica-
tion made was in the case of the Clare-
mont munictpal eouncil, who asked me
to support it in so far as the Perth-Fre-
mantle-road itself is concerned. From
the point of view of these intervening
loeal authorities outside of Perth and
Fremantle a change is required in the
system of control of the Perth-Fremantle
road. The present system of control
came Into existence under the Publie
Works Act of 1902, when ithe Govern-
ment, under Section 84, I think it was,
proclaimed the road as being under the
control of the various local authorities
through whose distriets the road passed.
Sinee then that has been the system of
eontrol, Unfortunately at the time that
system came into vogue the road was in
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a very bad state of repair. There is no
doubt about it, it should have been alio-
gether taken up ana reconstructed. It
had been construeted a very considerable
time ago, and was hardly in a condition,
to cope with modern traffie. The resnlt
was that the loeal anthorities had a very
hard task to perform to keep in repair a
road which had not been handed over to
them in a proper state of construetion.
To my mind, as far as the Perlh-Fre-
mantle-road is concerned, before any
other system is adopted it should -be over-
bauled from end te end, and I think in
particular a large amount of re-grading
is required. There are two very steep
hills between the half-way house aud the
Claremont municipality which are respon-
sible for a large amount of wear and
tear and which offer a considerable strain
on the road generally, Not only that,
there is a very large hollow nearly op-
posite the Albion hotel which after heavy
rains is covered for a distance of from
50 to 100 yards with water a foot deep,
throngh which all passing vehicles have
to go. Under the present system the
municipalities and the roads boards were
supposed to receive subsidies to assist
them in the upkeep of this road, bul these
subsidies have absolutely ceased during
the last two years, and none of those
bodies have had a penny to assist them
in the upkeep of the road. Not only that,
but the ordinary subsidies to municipali-
ties which, some years ago, were large,
have been very considerably cut down, to,
I believe, an amount of 7s. 6d. in the
pound on rates collected. I would like to
draw attention to some anomalies existing
under the present system in regard to
these intervening local bodies. In some
instances we have the road skirting the
boundary of the local anthority. That,
of eourse, is very different from its going
through the centre of the district, beeause
if it only skirts the boundary a large
part of the local traflic does not use the
main road, but is thrown back on the
other roads within the district. We have
instances of the loeal anthorities getting
rates from only oope side of the road.
Then we have a great length of the road
going through one district which, al-
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though widely scattered, has but a very
small rating return. In the case of the
Claremont roads board, which is one of
the largest districts between Perth and
Fremantle, there is something like 214
miles of main road, and the roads beard
only reeeives in veturn rates totalling
£50. Hon. members will recollect, so far
as that roads board is concerned, that it
bas really two branches of this main read,
one passing Karrakatta and the other
adjoining the King’s Park, the old
road. We have Peppermint Grove, which
has three-quarters of o mile of this road
skirfing its boundary, and receives rates
from only one side of the road. Then
there is this most extraordinary position:
the boundary between the Peppermint
Grove district and the Cottesloe muni-
cipality is five feet from the Cottesloe
raunicipality’s side of the road. Pepper-
mint Grove, therefore, has to keep the
whole width of the read in repair while
Cottesloe receives the rates from the other
side. Cottesloe municipality has two main
roads to keep in repair, for the reason
that the main road proper is in such a
disgraceful condition that the traffie is
diverted at the south end of the muni-
cipality, across the railway line and along
the straight road running up towards
Claremont. It is obvious that an extra
burden is imposed on the Cotiesioe muni-
cipality under these cirecnmstances, and
therefore hon. members will see that there
are very serious anomalies in connection
with the system as regards these local
anthorities. It is almost impossible under
these conditions {o properly allocate these
subsidies even when they are paid, and,
as I say, the subsidies have ceased during
the last two years, Such a system as we
have at the present time resnlts in a sort
of patchwork repair all along the road.
Each authority has its own repair work
to do and its own method of doing it,
with the result that the work iz done in
many different fashions. Not only that,
but T think the tendency is for each local
aunthority to do as little as possible, es-
pecially seeing that it has to find all the
money itself. Consequently the road is
starved. I have been dealing so far with
the Perth-Fremantle-road. To a large ex-
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tent the same remarks apply to other
main roads, that is, the main road between
Perth and Guildford and the Perth-Arma-
dale main road. For instance, Belmont,
I am told, has spent nearly one-third of
its income in keeping its portion of the
main road in repair. West Guildford has
three miles of main road in its distriet
and has to keep it in repair, although its
total rate return is comparatively very
small. Then we have Victoria Park,
which is so sitnated that all the traffic
to and from Perth and Guildford and
along the Perth-Armadale and the south
road to Fremantle concentrates at the
causeway and runs through that muni-
cipality with the result that Vietoria
Park has 5% miles of main road to
keep up. In 1909 Vietoria Park spent
£462 on the upkeep of the main road.
This dwindled in 1912 to £124. In 1909
the municipality spent £304 on ithe Guild-
ford road and in 1912 only £54, while on
the Perth-Fremantle-road £62 10s, was
spent in addition. Vietoria Park in 1906
spent £1,000 on drainage and reconstrue-
tion of these roads from loan funds. Tmay
remind hon, members that these figures
take no account of other expenses which
these loeal boards have, such as lighting
and watering, and I ean assure hon. mem-
bers that the watering of these main roads
by the local authorities is a very econ-
siderable item. I have heen furnished
with particulare of the traffic passing
throngh Vietoria Park municipality on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday last. These
figures were taken between 5 a.m. and
7 p.om. on the Friday and Saturday, and
between 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. on the Sun-
day. The traffic after going across the
causeway totalled, on the Albany-road,
438 vehicles, including motors, motor
bicveles, bicycles, and horse wvehicles,
and from Perth 389, and along the
Guilford-road a total of 490 to Perth and
486 from Perth, and on the Fremantle-
road 290 to Perth and 148 from Perth.
Hon. members will see that that consti-
tutes a very large amount of traffic and
owing fo the eoncentration on the Canse-
way that traffic really all falls on Vie-
toria Park. The hon, Mr. Xingsmill has
given the position of the Perth munici-
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pality as it will be under this Bill and
chief of all he has stressed the loss of
license fees which Perth will sustain. I
think it is an incontestable faet that
Perth receives too much in the shape of
license fees.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: No,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : Perth collects
a very large amount in license fees and
it eannot be gainsaid that the larger pro-
portion of this large number of vehicles
licensed in Perth use the Perth-Fre-
mantle-road, and, on the other hand, a
very smail proportion of the small num-
ber of vehicles licensed in the suburbs
use the Perth roads. It must be remem-
bered that the Perth-Fremantle-road has
to earry an infinite variety of traffic.
It has to carry a portion of the subnr-
ban traffic; it has to carry the heavy
goods traffie between Perth and Fre-
mantle and it also has to carry traffie
from the steamers berthed at Fremantle
to the city, which is no inconsiderable
amount; and in addition there is very
heavy holiday and Sunday trafe both
to the river apnd to the seaside, and a
very large proportion of it comes from
Perth. I think we may also urge, if it
is urged that the suburban vehicles use
the Perth roads and no doubt fhey do
to a certain extent, but not to anything
like the proportion—-

Hon. W, Kingsmill : Does that justify
the taking over of this control by an-
other department ?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : I am not
speaking from that point of view. My
point of view is the local authorities,
the roads boards’ point of view, in con-
tradistinetion to that of Perth. I would
also like to point out to those who urge
Perth’s claims that a very large number
of suburban residents pay rates to the
Perth council in respect of uffices, and [
think that must be taken into considera-
tion in looking at the inecidence of this
Bill. In the fizures which the hon. Mr.
Kingsmill gave the other day he did not
make any reference fo the subsidy which
Perth receives on the rates collected for
properties along the Mounts Bay-road—
I do not say that it is a large amount ;
I believe it is something like £70—nor
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did the hon. member state what I think
is & faet worthy of mention, that the
Perth vehicles which use the main road
between Perth and Fremantle also use
the King's Park-road, and with the up-
keep of that road, as far as I know, the
Perth City Council have nothing to do.
It is maintained by the King's Park
Bosrd; that is the road through the
park. That road is used considerably
and rightly so too, by the Perth vehieles
going to Fremantle and using the Perth-
Fremantle-road. Then again as they
have no other outlet, they nse the Subi-
ago-roud too. Perth has nothing to do
with the upkeep of either of these roads
and, although Perth may lose under the
provisions as regards the pooling of
licenses, those who urge the claims of
the city overlook the fact that Perth
will get some return, inasmuch as it will
receive a subsidy towards the construe-
tion of its portion of the road which the
eity authorities have to maintain, a dis-
tance of something like three miles,

Hon. W. Kingsinill : That is not the
trouble; the trouble is the shifting of the
control.

Hon. D. G: GAWLER : The shifting
of the control to the Minister ¢

Hon, W, Kingsmiil : Yea.

Hon. D. & GAWLER: I wish hon.
members to understand that I am refer-
ribg more particularly now to the posi-
tion of the loecal aubhorities.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : The hon. member
will come éo the other point by-and-by.

Hon. D. G, GAWLER : Possibly, un-
less T wait until the Committee stage. T
am now dealing with the relative posi-
tions of Perth and the other local au-
thorities under the Bill. There is no
doubt that under the Bill the loeal au-
thorities will bhave a vastly improved
position.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : Vastly ?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : 1 think they
will,

Hon. J. F. Collen : A two-penny-half-
penny subsidy.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : In my opinion
Perth and Fremantle—perhaps this will
please my hon. friends who speak in
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favour of Perth—should be dealt with
on a separate basis altogether.
Hon., W. Kingsmill : They are.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : They should
control their wwn roads and ecollect
their own license fees and have a
decent subsidy to assist them. Every
one recognises that Perth loses to a large
extent owing to the absence of rates on
Government property and that there is
a large number of roads which may be
called main roads and which are used
largely by traffic in Pertk, and if the
Perth council were put on a different
footing, some provision should be made
whereby they should surrender a por-
tion of the license fees they collect in
order to compensate for the use they
make of main roads ontside of their own
district. I have pointed out some of the
anomalies in regard to the different in-
cidence of the burden on these local au-
thorities and the impossibility of prop-
erly allocating the expenditure on the
roads. These matters and the question
of the license fees show that some change
should take place, and to my mind it
points strongly in favour of the nation-
alisation of the recads. Theoretically
speaking, the position of a main road
shonld be such that the local avthorities
should pay for the loeal use of it and the
publie shonld pay its portion for its own
use. That might be all right theoretic-
ally, bnt it might not be possible prae-
tically, At any rate, I say that the pre-
sent state of affairs points strongly in
favour of nationalisation. Nationalisa-
tion means that the general taxpayer
should take or the whole of the construe-
tion and maintenance of ecertain speei-
fied main roads. I do not see why the
Government, if they undertook that
duty, should not be entitled to ask for
certaiu assistance to a small extent from
the local anthorities in the shape of a
speecial main road tax,

Hon. M. L. Moss : \We have enough
taxes now; do not suggest putting any
more on.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : Lither that or
in the shape of a portion of the license
fees from the different authorities or a
portion of the rates received #£rom
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properties along the main roads,” in
order to assist and allow the local
aunthorities to bear some small por-
tion of the expense, The control and re-
sponsibility for the upkeep of these
roads shounld be with one body. It should
either rest with the Government or the
Government should give the loeal au-
thorities money to do it, bul I think the
only solution is for the general taxpayer
to take over the construction and mainten-
ance of main roads.

Hon, W. Patrick: Xou know the sys-
tem in South Australia ¢

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : I believe the
system there is that they declare main
roads or that main roads are specified
under a speeial Act. I think the Act of
1908 deals with this matter and I believe
that some bundreds or thousands of miles
of main roads in South Australia are
declared under that Act, and the pro-
visions of the 1885 Act, under which
main roads could be proclaimed, are
that the Government constructed them
and the local authorities maintained
them.

Hon, W. Patrick: They get a main
road grant every year to maintain roads,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I was not
aware of that.

Hon. W. Patrick: They have to keep
a separate account of them, that is all.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : T believe it was
said in another place, when nationalisa-
tion was suggested, that the general tax-
payer would not agree, or that Parlia-
ment would not agree to the taxpayer
bearing the whole of the expense of eon-
structing main roads.

Hon. J. Cornell: The taxpayer does so
now,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER.: I do not think
that hon, members from the country
would ohject to sueh a proposal, because,
after all, those living in the town sup-
port the railways. The railways are built
in order to afford communication to open
up and develop the country. It might be
suggested that the railways are repro-
ductive works, and that the roads are not,
but I think I am right in saying that, as
regards railwave the Albany and the
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Goldfields lines are the only two which
are reproductive, and which are sopport-
ing the others.

Hon. W. Patrick: That is nonsense.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: And that the
others are run at a loss.

Hon. W, Patrick: That is not correet.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: If people liv-
ing in the town are prepared to be taxed
to build these railways and to maintain
them, I think it is only fair fo ask the
people of the country, in return, to take
upon themselves the responsibility of
providing for the upkeep of main roads.

Hon, J. ¥, Cullen: Do you mean only
m the eity and suburbs?

Hon, D. G. GAWLER: No; specified
main roads throughout the State.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: The Perth-Cool-
gardie-road?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I was suggest-
ing nationalisation, and T said nationali-
sation would take the form of the State
assuming the whole of the responsibility
for the roads, or allowing the loeal auth-
oritise to do it but finding the money for
them, possibly with a small subsidy, but
I think the divided control which we have
at the present time is a mistake, I have
dealt with the position chiefly from the
point of view of the Perth-Fremantle-road
and chiefly with the intention of showing
hon. members the anomalous and unsatis-
factory position in which these loeal auth-
orities stand at the present time. 1 am
asked by these loeal autborities to sup-
port this Bill.

Hon. J. F. Culten: Naturally,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Yes. There are
various portions of the Bill with which
I am not altogether in agreement, and
which I shall be prepared to diseuss in
Committee, but I certainly think the posi-
tion of the local aunthorities will be im-
proved under the Bill, and I do not think
that Perth is in the altogether unfair
position which has been represented.
Under the cirenmstances I have pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the
Bill.

Hon. F. DAVIS (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) : It is refreshing to hear even a par-
tial approval of the Bill, since right
throughout the debate it has been eriti-
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cised fairly severely, and the majority of
the clanses and ideas contained in it have
been condemned. I gather from the de-
bate that the strongest objection to the
Bill is the fact that it is considered to be
a one-man Bill, and that the Minister for
Works is predominant right through the
piece.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh:
strength.

Hon. F. DAVIS: One of the marginal
notes states, “The Minister to be the
licensing authority for the metropolitan
area,’ and under another e¢lause pro-
vision 18 made to delegate power to the
local authorities, so that the Minister will
not be the one man in absolnte control
of the operations of the measure.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Unless he dele-
gates his authority he will be.

Hon. F. DAVIS: The special mention
made in regard to the metropolitan area
implies that such anthority will he dele-
gated.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: No, it does not.

Hon. F. DAVIS: I am of opinion that
it will be delegated to the local bodies in
the country. So far as I can judge the
measure, the power is given to the Mini-
ster to be used only in exireme cases. It
would not be necessary to deal with all
local bodies, or to take away the power
from them, or to aet on thir bebalf, If
the Minister did so, he would be fully
oceupied in doing this work alone, conse-
quently it is extremely improbable that
he would attempt to carry out all the
provisions of the Bill in econnection
with every loeal bedy throughout the
State. Power is there for the Minister to
act in case local bodies do not earry out
the provisions of the measure, and that,
I take it, is veally the object of the clanse
in the Bill.

Hon. ¥, Connor: Which clause?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Clanse 23.

Hon. F. DAVIS: Clauses 23 to 25 deal
especially with this question. Mr. Kings-
mill when speaking, dealt partienlnrly
with the Metropolitan area, and referred
.at length to that question and in one
part of his speech he allnded to the pro-
posal for the eollection of all license fees
by the department as an insult to the city

It shows the
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of Perth. For the life of me I cannot see
bhow such a procedure can be construed
into an insult to Perth. I think it is
rather an act of justice to the suburban
areas. It was also contended by Mr.
Kingsmill that this proposal implied that
the Perth City Council were not an effi-
cient body, since it was proposed to take
from them the license fees which they
now collect and distribute them among
the other boards. Again, I fail to see how
tbese fees can be more equitably distri-
buted than by the method proposed in
the Bill. To my knowledge the traffic on
the suburban roads, which is very heavy,
is largely the traffic of vehicles which are
licensed in Perth, On one day I starled
to count the number of motor cars which
passed the house I live in, but there were
so many of them that I grew tired of
counting, and abandoned the attempt.
The fact remains that the traffie on these
main roads is very heavy and partien-
larly is it so at week-ends, and it would be
a simple aet of justice if the fees now
collected by the Perth Council were ap-
portioned among the suburban areas.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Has an endeavour
been made to do that?

Hon. F. DAVIS: An endeavour has
been made in various places to do that.
It has been suggested by one hon. mem-
ber that the City Couneil should hand
over a portion of the fees collected by
them to the suburban bodies, but I con-
sider that the proposal which is emhodied
in the Bill is mueh better and is more
likely to give satisfaclion than any sug-
gestion that the City Couneil should be
asked to voluntarily hand over a por-
tion of the fees they ecoliect.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: That proposal has
never been made to the Counncil.

Hon. F. DAVIS: Even if it had been
made I think it extremely unlikely that
the Perth City Counetl would have agreed
to it. The proposal which is embodied in
the Bill I repeat wifl be merely an act of
justice and, in my opinion, onght to have
been carried out long ago. Tt is one of
the best provisions in the Bill. Like my
colleagues Mr. Gawler and Mr. Sander-
son, T have received letters from the vari-
ous local bodies asking me to support
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this Bill, but even if I had not received
those communications the measare would
have had my support. There are many
clauses in the Bill that are good and pos-
sibly there are one or two minor eclauses
which may require alteration, but gener-
ally the Bill so far as I can see, is an
effort made to codify the legislation deal-
ing with traffic and so make it possible
for the average man to understand it
and to get a grip of the question without
having to refer to all the Acts which at
the present fime deal with the snbject
of traffic. It is certainly in the interests
of the community that the Bill should be
passed as early as possible, and I trust
that in Committes it will not be mutilated
as was done last year, The measure, I
trust, will be carried as nearly as possible
in its present form, and if that is done it
will be of benefit to the State as a whole.

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : While T do not think it is al-
together edifying to have what appears
to be a wrangle between the Metropolitan
and the Metropolitan-Suburban mem-
bers on this question, I do not think that
any apology is necesgary in dealing even
at some length with this question of
traffic. There is one point which has
struek me and it is with regard to how
far we are justified in rejecting measures
which come before us a second time.
This is the second occasion on which this
Traffie Bill has been sent to the Legis-
lative Council and I was looking for
older ard more experienced constitu-
tional authoriiies to guide me on this
matter.

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
not reject it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I will allow
the hon. member to deal with the leader
of the House on that question beeause
when the Bill was introdnced we were told
that it was practically the same Bill as
that whick was presented to the Legisla-
tive Council last session.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: And which the Gov-
ernment dropped.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The hon.
member can fight that out with the leader
of the House. What T wanted was guid-
ance on the question as to how far we

This House did
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were juslified in rejecting the measure,
but the point need not be laboured.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The wishes of thia
House have been disregarded.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: There seema
to be an inclination on the part of an-
other place to disregard the wishes of
this House. That is to be regretted, but
I do not desire to waste any time over
that, although I think it is worth ealling
attention to. The point which interesis
me is the question of good roads. The
reports of the proceedings of the Inter-
national Roads Conference which took
place in London the other day show us
the enormous importance of having good
roads. Practically speaking, this has been
brought about owing to the development
of motor traffic all over the world, and T
do not think we can exaggerate the im-
poertance of the development of this
country by motor traffic, and to
have motor traffic we must have good

roads. Coming to the Perth City Coun-
cil and the affront to their dignity to
which reference was mode, I ecan
hardly ecredit that that munieipal
body are so thin-skinned as to
pay the slightest attention to a

matter of that kind, if the unltimate re-
sult is to be better roads in the metro-
politan and metropolitan-suburban area.
The amount of revenue which they de-
rive from license fees T understand is
comparatively small, not exceeding
£1,300, but while I think the City Council
ought to be trealed fairly, I consider the
meiropolitan-subarban councils ought to
have every consideration. I would sug-
gest, for what it is worth, that it might be
advisahle to divide the much-diseussed
Perth-Fremantle road into three see-
tions and allow the Perth Munieipal
Council to take over one section, the
municipalities to take another and the
Government to take over the third, and
then at the end of five years we counld see
what kind of a job had been made of if,
and what the cost had been in the way
of maintenanee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: And then bring m
this Bill. ‘

Hen. J. Cornell: The hon. member is
not in a hurry.
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Hon. A, SANDERSON: I do not see
that it would make much difference
whether we had this Bill or not. There
are quite a number of acts that are dir-
ectly or indirectly affected by the intro-
duction of this Bill, but there is not one
measure on the Statute book to which
we can look to in regard to the guestion
of good roads. T suppose the most im-
portant of all is the Roads Act, and the
Bill we have before us repeals certain
clauses in that statute. The Minister told
us that in his introduction of the mea-
sure before us. Then I wounld also say to
the representatives of the Metropolitan
aren how would the greater Perth
scheme affect their arguments with re-
gard to the injustice that was going to
be done to Perth ¥ Surely if a greater
Perth scheme, which 18 presumably eom-
ing into force——

Hon. D. G. Gawler: There is no scheme.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I understand
a Bill is to be introduced to enable this
greater Perth scheme to be carried out.
The importance of the roads in the Metro-
polifan-Suburban area cannot be over-
estimated. I do not wish to repeat what
Sir Edward Wittenocom and Mr. Counnor
said the other day with regard to the
Perih-Fremanile road, but 1 eannot help
saying that practically every visitor to
this eountry cannot but be struck by the
disgraceful state in which that thorough-
fare is at present. Surely it is the busi-
ness of the Government to devise some
scheme, without hurting the Perth City
Counecil or any of the loecal muniecipal
bodies in the metropolitan-suburban areas
whereby they might put this road into
proper repair. 1 think Mr. Kingsmill
took a narrow view of Perth’s position.
I do not think that Perth will be seri-
ously injured by the provisions of this
measure.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Every time.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: If that is the
case how will the greater Perth scheme
affect the question of the roads? How
will the position be worked out if what
is now proposed, which seems to me io
be fairly reassonable, is going to work
such a monstrons injustice to Perth? I
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would ask the hon. member to take a
wider view of the position and look at
it from the point of view of the outside
municipalities as well,

Hon. W, Kingsmill : What about the
change which will give the Minister con-
trol?

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I would judge
that by results,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is a matter of
principle.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The guestion
to me is not & matter of principle. The
only principle I recognise in the diseus-
sion is the question of geiting the best
roads at the most moderate cost, both as
regards capital expenditure and mainten-
ance. I can claim to speak with some
little knowledge and authority on this
matter, because, if I have travelled over
one mile of road in this conntry, I have
covered fully 15,000 miles in Western
Australia, T think, therefore, hon, mem-
bers will admit that T am eompetent to
speak on this question. The people I
represent are personally very much in-
terested in this question of good roads,
and as to the control, that, to me, is not
8 matter of principle at all, it is enly a
matter of convenience. Tt does not mat-
ter which system is in vogue so long as
the public whom we are here to repre-
sent get the best and most economical
roads. I am inclined to think if there
is this discussion hbetween those three
powers to which T have already referred,
the Perth City Council, the Minister, and
the metropolitan-suburban local bodies—

Hon. W. Kingsmill: And Fremantle.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Yes, perhaps
Fremantle. Let uws have four sections,
and let Fremantle take the south side
of the river as a section. Let them eon-
fer and see who can make the best road
and maintain it in the best order whilst
spending the least amount of money on
the job. As to nationalisation, it was
amusing to hear Sir Edward Wittenoom,
the champion of the high tory party in
this country, or at any rate the strong
opponent of socialistic experiment——

Hon. J. F. Cullen: I thought you were
that.
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: I the oppon-
ent of socialistic schemes?

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Yes, the arch op-
ponent.

Hon, A, SANDERSON:
glad to hear that, _

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I refurned
thanks for the Government at Moora the
other day.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The hon.
member is very versatile. To talk of the
nationalisation of the Perth-Fremantle
road seems to me to altogether miss the
point. I do not eare whether it is nation-
alised or not

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Or macadamisad,

Hon, A. SANDERSON: That is the
point. We want the road macadamised,
and as there is objection to the preseni
Bill T weald ask the Minister for Works
if he sees any objection to the proposed
experiment I have outlined, and we eounid
see af the end of five years what the re-
sult was. T certainly support the Bill,
With this, as with other measures, we
have the privilege of going through it
clause by clause and diseussing the vari-
ous points in detail, but so far as the
principle in the Bill is concerned, what is
raost important to my mind is to get good
roads and to meet the wishes of the three
parties most concerned, the Perth City
Couneil, the Minister, and the municipali-
ties affected. I cannot see that there can
be any objection to the Minister making
the experiment with the Perth-Fremantle
road, which, as it stands at present, is a
disgrace to the country, a menace 1o
traffic, and the cause of very bad impres-
sions on the part of anyone coming to
Western Australia.

Hon, Sir, E, H WITTENCOM
{North): T rise with a certain amount
of hesitation as well as trepidation to
make my remarks on this Bill, owing to
the stringent eriticisms that anything said
in this House last year received from a
Minister. I am basing my remarks on a
report in the newspaper, which was to
some extent quoted here the other day.
In that speech the Legislative Council
received a severe castigation from the
Minister for Works, and I must admit
that I was exceeedingly surprised to think

I am very
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that the Minister would descend to make
such remarks. He is one of the members
of the Ministry who has my highest ad-
miration. I admire his energy and the
amount of work and industry he puts into
his duties, and I am surprised that one
who is endowed with such a large amount
of ecommonsense should be so undiplomatie
as to metaphorically hit in the face an
opponent, whether an individual or a
number of individuals, when he is desir-
ous of receiving something at that oppo-
nent’s hands,

Hon, J. Cornell: You do not admire his
eritieism,

Hon. Sir E, H, WITTENOOM: I do
vot admire his eriticism and I do not
think it was in good taste. When we
come to analyse the Minister's remarks we
find there is so little in them that I feel
sure even the Minister will regret having
uttered them., I do not propose to refer
in detail to the report of his speech, be-
cause it was read out by Mr. Piesse word
by word in the House the other day, but
I shall just quote one or two points in
regard to which the Minister was not
quite accurate. He said in one place that
“he was not going to sit down and take
the judgment of the Legislative Council,
which was not representative of the peo-
ple, and was not supposed to know the
people’s requirements as well as the
Legislative Assembly.” That is a state-
ment which I contradict most beartily, I
consider that there are more men in this
Legislative Couneil who are aequainted
with the building and making of roads
than almost all the other members of an-
other place. There are men in this House
who have been on roads boards, whe have
been chairmen of roads boards, and who
have had pracltical work to do, and this
is a work they understand, perhaps more
g0 heeause they represent large constitu-
encies and are returned on a franchise
different from that of the electors of an-
other place. Another remark by the
Minister bore ont my contention when he
said “that members of the Council sat
for such large areas that they ecould not
keep in touch with the requirements of
the smaller places as could members of
the Legislative Assembly.” The very fact
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of members of this place representing
large areas shows that they must have
something to do with roads, because & man
cannot get about those large areas without
using the roads. The Minister said that
he had the assistance of his professional
men, and those men, no doubt, are very
good, but I am prepared to say that there
are many practical men who, by reason of
baving bad a great deal to do with roads,
are just as good at that particular work
as the best experts the Minister could pro-
duce. 1 do not propose to refer to these
rémarks any further except to state that
the members of the Legislative Couneil
are elected by people who apparently are
unworthy of a vote. I am sorry for those
members in this House who represent the
same side in polities as the Minister, T
really believe that the Minister himself
actuglly has a vote. He is one of those
privileged persons who has probably
helped to return one of the members of
this House, and thevefore in his criticism
of those who have these votes he must
inelude himself,

Hon. C. Sommers: He had two votes,
1 think.

Hon. Sir E. II. WITTENOOM: Pro-
perty is not always a sign of brains or
intelleet, but very often the absence of it
s prima facie evidence of want of brains.
I am not going to say that this 1s always
the case, but the absence of property is
to a certain extent an indication of laek
of ability and epergy. Having made these
few remarks I will address myself to the
Bill, and say that I am gnite certain we
are all actunated with the same desire,
which is to get a good Bill for the control
of the roads in this State; thaf, at all
events, is my idea. There is no opposi-
tion to the Bill because it emanated from
one particular party. There is nothing
of that kind, although at the same time,
in spite of the argument of Mr. Sander-
son, I might point ont that, it is not usual
during the same Parliament to introduee
again a Bill which, according to the re-
presentatives of the Government, has al-
ready been rejected onece. It is almost
asking for the defeat of that Bill again.

Hon. J. . Cullen: Tt is a pew ses-
s10n.
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Hon: Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: But
the Bill is not submitted io new members
or to a new body of electors. There is a
certain amount of principle involved in
this Bill, particularly in Clause 23, There
is not the slightest doubt abont that, Like
the hon, member who preceded me, I am
in favour of getting good roads, and I
would be prepared to surrender a good
deal of principle if I were sure that we
eould get those good roads, but the experi-
ment here proposed is of a dangerous
character, and would undermine much of
the power of the recognised autherities
we have throughout this State, We are
told thal it we do not agree with the ideas
of the Minister for Works we must not
vote for the second reading.

Hon, F. Davis: That is consistent.

Hon. Sir E, H, WITTENQOM: The
theory of the Minister is that we should
throw the Bill ont if we do not agree to
it entirely. Ounr desire is to be more
charitable and to make a Bill which will
snit the Minister, suit us, and suit the
eountry. The position in connection with
the Perth-Fremantle road is peculiar.
This road passes through the districts of
three or four local authorities, all of
which resent spending money on any por-
tion of the road beecanse it i3 used by
vehicles that do not helong to their own
districts. We know that the Perth-Fre-
mantle road is used largely in competition
with the railways for the carriage of
goods and luggage, and I am indeed sur-
priced to see the tremendous traffic there
is aiong that road in the carriage of Ing-
gage, and the exceedingly narrow width
of tyres that is allowed. That is one of
the greatest causes of the road heing eut
to pieces. I have advocated the principle
for many years that the proper method
of dealing with the road from Fremantle
to Midland Junetion is for the Govern-
ment to put the road in order, and either
keep it in order or pay so much each year
to the loeal authorities to maintain it.
T cannot understand why the Minister
wants to further worry his head by taking
over a department like this. It would be
far better to put inte the hands of his
professional men, of whom he thinks so
well, the work of putting this road in
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order and to allow the various anthorities
to continue as under the existing Acts,
and then there would be no trouble what-
ever, Except it be that the Minister is
imbued with such a tremendous lot of
energy, I cannot understand why he is
desirous of baving this business to look
after and superintend. There is not much
more to be said about the Bill, because the
matter was so fully discussed last ses-
sion. I find myself to a large extent on
the horns of a dilemma. I want sympathy
and I cannot find it. I want to vote for
these roads to be placed in good order,
but T am not prepared to abandon a uni-
versal principle until I am informed as
to how the innovation will work. In those
circumstances it makes my position in re-
gard to the Bill extremely difficult, and
I shall await with interest the reply of
the Minister in charge of the Bill, who, no
doubt, will be able fo convince me as to
which is the right way. There are a num-
ber of matters which will reguire consi-
deration in Commitfee, and one amend-
ment that is necessary is that vehicles
used only on farms should not be taxzed
at all; only those vehicles thal go on the
roads should pay a wheel tax. It is not
a big matter, but persons who use many
vehicles on the farm for carting hay and
for other work may only use one vehicle
on the roads.

Hon. ¥. Davis: There i1s no tax now
for a vehicle on a farm.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I
can see nothing in this Bill to exclude
such vehicles. T see that agricultural
machinery is omitted, and very properly;
also that the width of tyres is dealt with
well in Clause 31, and made six inches.
That is a fair width. Clanse 38 is ap
important one, and one which has my
entire support. It deals with licenses for
motor drivers. I think it is quite right
that drivers should be lieensed. 1 am
one of those who is ahsolutely opposed
to seeing women driving motor ears. I
am not saying that some women do not
drive as well as men, but I think so many
drive moter ¢ars that licenses should be
issned. It is all right for women to drive
mofor cars so long as all goes well, but
the naturel condition of women unfits
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them for motor driving when they get into
eritical positions,

Hon. F. Connor: What do you mean?

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM: When
there is going to be a collision. I know
of a case in England where a lady was
driving a car and she went over to one
side and nearly killed two or three per-
sons. QOf course that may happen when
a man drives, becanse there are careless
men. I think this Bill will do a great
deal of good in connection with roads,
especiglly main roads. Although I hardly
like to mention it, it would have been
much more advantageous if the Govern-
ment had turned their attention to making
the main roads and other roads instead of
raoning steamers. Roads are a corollary
to railways and we must make the rail-
ways pay by giving facilities to those
developing the land, The Government
should therefore not be niggardly, and
not be too careful, when money is re-
quired for roads. When the Government
are always wanting money they are in-
clined to be cautious in connection with
the expenditure of money on roads. I
shall say no more, /I shall support the
second reading, but T hold myself quite
free as to how I shall vote on the various
clauses.

"Hon, . CONNOR (North): I have
very little to say in connection with this
Bill. A short {ime ago I introduced a
motion here which dealt with this ques-
tion in some degree, that is in connection
with the main roads as they exist to-dey. I
am not an advocate for the placing of all
powera granted hy various Aects of Par-
liament in the hands of Ministers, I think
that is a system which will not pan out,
I think it'is a system which will be in its
effect very pernicious and not in tbe best
interests of the country. Having said
that muoch I come to this partienlar Bill,
and I wounld draw some of the sting out
of my first remarks by saying that I do
not care who is in control of these roads,
I do not care who runs the system, pro-
vided the roads are made better than they
are to-day. But from what I see we shall
not have proper roads under a proper
system until some other method is estab-
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Lished whereby we have main roads, par-
ticularly the one between Perth and
Guildford, put in repair and kept in re-
pair so that it will be an advertisement
to the State, In all Aects of Parliament,
in irrigation bills, iraffic bills and other
bills which it is the province of Parlia-
ment to pass, we do pot give all the
powers to an individual, and I am op-
posed to the system of ministerial con-
trol, but in this particular instance, I do
not care who has control of the roads so
long as the roads are made and are kept
in good repair. I pointed ount the state
of the road between Perth and Fremantle
the other day and I also pointed out that
in all new countries which are being
opened up and developed that I kmow of
and have travelled in, the first advertise-
ment given to that country is to show
people who go into the eountry, whether
they are tourists or people who intend to
settle there that the Parlinment and the
Government of the country are respon-
sible for the good state of the roads, That
does not pertain here becanse we counld
not have a more disgraceful state of af-
fairs on the face of the earth than is seen
in our roads. In any new place where an
advertisement is required it should be a
new road where motors or automobiles, to
use an Americanism, can run over it with-
out trouble, but it is impossible to bump
over the so-called road between Perth and
Fremantle, it is a disgrace.

Hon. F. Davis: What do you call it?

Hon. P, CONNOR: 1 do not know
what to eall it. ‘The other day I had the
misfortune to drive in a motor car over
that road and I may say that from what
I know of it for the last two years it has
been geiting worse and worse. Bui they
actually started to repair it and the re-
pairs consisted of two whole dray loads of
gravel, one of white gravel and the other
of red; one whole wheelbarrow, one whole
shovel and one whole man, I drove over
the road the next day or two to see what
had been done. The gravel had disap-
peared, the shovel had disappeared, the
wheelbarrow had disappeared and there
was no man working on the road. I
moved a motion the other day in regard
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to this matter and I knew what I was
talking about. Some action should be
taken and faken soon to put this road in
repair, Although I do not Hke Minis-
terial control in the way it is set out in
the Bill, sooner than nothing being done
to obviate the bad advertisement that this
road is to the State I will agree to any
Bill that is brought before the House no
matter what is its nature and what is in
it so that the road may be put in proper
repair and kept in repair. If we want to
advertise the Staie we must do so by hav-
ing good roads. We have most magnifi-
cent drives and beautiful scenery, but we
cannot bring the fourist to view these
things withont passing over very bad
roads. It only wants a few yards re-
paired here and a few there, but the main
road hetween Perth and Fremantle re-
quires aftention nearly the whole of the
way. There are some good patches, but
there are places where the road reguires
taking up and re-making. Take the Dar-
ling Ranges! What an advertisement it
would be to the tourist who was staying
here for a day or two, to take a circular
drive, leaving Fremantle and coming to
Perth, and if we completed that little bit
of a road fwo miles towards Welshpool,
the tourist could get through the Darling
Ranges and view the scenery. The people
in the Darling Ranges bave made perfeet
roads, they are really billiard tables.

Hon. J. Cornell:
made.

Hon. F. CONNOR: Indeed they were
not, they were expensive roads to make.
In regard to the Perth-Fremantle read,
the roads board have been blamed, the
Government have been blamed, the Perth
and Fremantle municipalities have been
blamed. Of course somebody .must be
made responsible, still it is a bad adver-
tisement for the State and should be al-
tered. There are certain parts of the Bill
I do not believe in, but I shall not dispute
the measure on the second reading. We
can deal with many of the clauses in
Committee. What T eall almost a per-
nicions system which has bheen adopted
in the Bill—ministerial control—I shall
not oppose. I will support the second
reading,

They were easily
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On molion by Hon. V. Hamersley de-
hate adjourned.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:

1, Supply
£293,145.

2, North Fremantle Municipal Tram-
ways Act Amendment, '

3, Wagin Agricultural Hall Transfer.

(Temporary Advances)

4, TFremantle Harbour Trust Act
Amendment.

5, Roads Closure.

BILL — FREMANTLE IMPROVE-

MENT.
Received from the Legislative As-
sembly and read a first time.

MOTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS,
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Debate resumed from the 2nd Oecto-
ber, on the following motion by the
Hon. H. P. Colebatch:—"That in the
opinion of this House it is desirable that
instructions be given to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer that in eompiling new rolls
for the Legislative Counell provinees the
names of all persons appearing on the
existing rolls, and who are shown
by the municipal or roads board lists to
possess the necessary gualifieation, be re-
tained on the new rolls,”? and on the
amendment moved by Hon. J. F. Cullen
—*“That in line five the words ‘appear-
ing ou the existing rolls, and,” be struck
out, and in line eight the word ‘retained’
be struck out and ‘placed’ be inserted in
lien.”

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew): Under the Electoral Act
the Chief Electoral Officer is responsible,
and he alone, for the preparation of a
new roll, and his first duty is to see, in
conneetion with the preparation of that
roll, thateveryperson whose name appears
on it is thoroughly qualified. He does so
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by reference to every available source;
by tbe municipal and roads board lists,
the Taxation Department records, and
also by reference to the Lands Depart-
ment and Mines Department rent lists.
It is a very tedious process, taking a con-
siderable time, but he has decided to fol-
low it notwithstanding. He does not
rely on this solely. He has decided that
it is necessary, in order to secure as per-
feet a roll as possible, to appeal to those
on the roll themselves. He asks for in-
formation, and that is what is done in
this case. The cirenlar about which so
moch comment has been made was sent
out for inquiry purposes and nothing
more. It is not an objection in the sense
of an objection under the Electoral Aect,
but a letter asking the elector to fill in
a form in order that the proper qualifi-
cation may be lodged at the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: He says he will
strike him off if he does not send it in.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He
cannot strike a name off unless he sends
a formal notice of objection. That
formal objection will come if the Chief
Electoral Officer discovers the person is
not qualified, but in order to discover that
he will first bave access to the municipal
and roads board rolls and also to the re-
lurns in connection with the Land Taxa-
tion Department, and also the land rents
list and a list of leases which exist at the
Mines office. So there is no fear that
any person will be removed from the roll
until full investigation has been imade
and a formal notice of objection has been
snbmitted to him.  In order that the
House may more folly understand the
position I will read a minnte addressed
to me by the Chief Electoral Officer on
the subject. It will place the position
much more locidly than it wounld he pos-
sible for me to do =0 with the short notice
I have had. 1 only got these papers
this afternoon., Mr, Stenberg says in re-
gard to the arguments of the Ionr. Mr.
Colebatch— .

1. Section 15 of the Constitution

Acts Amendment Act, 1899, specifies

the quatification for Legislative Coun-

cil enrolment, and contains, inter alia,
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a provision that the person is eligible
for Legislative Counell enrolment “if
the name of such person is on the elec-
toral list of any municipality or roads
board in respeet of property within
the province of the annual ratable
valne of not less than £17, provided
that the names of all persons who have
been struck off any municipal or roads
board electoral list on the ground
merely of the non-payment of rates
shall he deemed, for the purposes of
this Aect, to be on such lists respee-
tively.” 2. There is no provision in
the Constitution Acts Amendment Act
of 1899 providing for automatic
transfer of the names of such persons
to the Legislative Counecil rolls. 3. In
the 1904 Electoral Act, however, Sec-
tion 34, the following provision was
contained—(1.) The clerk or secretary
of every municipality and roads board
shall, in the month of December in
every year—(a) make out separately
for every distriet or portion of a dis-
trict within the boundaries of the
munieipality or roads distriet, a list eon-
taining, in alphabetical order of sur-
names, the names of every person on
the electoral list of sueh muniecipality
or roads distriet in respect of property
situated within the electoral distriet and
of every person whose name would ap-
pear thereon but for non-payment of
tates; and (b} transmit such list in the
form and containing the particulars re-
quired in form ¥ in the schedule, certi-
fied under his hand to the registrar or
registrars of the electoral distriet or
districts within or partly within the
boundaries of the munieipality or roads
district, as the case may be. (2) The
registrar shall enter on the proper roll
for the provinee the name and partien-
lars of the qualification of every person
who appears by sunch lists to be en-
titled to be registered. 4. On account of
the unsatisfactory results obtained by
these antomatic transfers, this provis-
ion was deliberately eliminated from
the new Electoral Aect of 1907, and a
new provision made whereby new
names may be added to the rolls by
the registrars pursuant to claims. 5.

From the above extracts it will be ap-
parent that the automatic transfer to
the roll of ratepayers is not provided
for by the Constitution Act, but was
contained in the Electoral Aect of 1904,
As that Act, however, was repealed by
the 1907 Act, there is at present no
provision in existence for automatic
transfer of ratepayers.

There is another minute in reference fo
this matier, as explained by me in my
introductory remarks. It states—

1. Seetion 37 of the Electoral Aect,
1407, provides that new rolls are to
be prepared under the supervision of,
and issued by, the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer. 2. There is, therefore, no ambi-
guity as to the responsibility in this
matter; I am personally responsible
for the preparation of every new roll.
3. Tno the absence of any specific in-
structions in the proclamation, or in
the electoral regulations, the provisions
contained in Section 40 of the Elee-
toral Act apply, and I am directed
therein to inscribe into the new roll,
from the existing roll, the names of
all electors who appear to be qualified
and to omit to inseribe the names of
electors who appear to be disqualified
in the manner specified in Section 40,
subseetion (1) (b). 4, My first duty
is to satisfy myself as to the electors
who appear to be qualified, and those
who appear to be not qualified, or, in
other words, T must take steps to as-
certain which of the electors do, and
which do not, retain the qualification
for which they are enrolled. This duiy
is performed by comparing present en-
rolments with—(a) municipal and road
board electoral lists; (b) Taxation De-
pariment’s list of property owners; (e)
Lands and Mines Departments’ rent
lists, and other available official lists;
whilst “honseholder’s” enrolments are
compared with Yegislative Assembly
enrolments, in order to detect removal
from the province in which the house-
holder is at present enrolled. This is,
as can readily be realised, a tedious
operation, and takes a long time to
faitbfully accomplish. 5. In view of
my previous experience of the very un-
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satisfactory conditions of those Legis-
lative Council enrolments which date
bhack prior te the eoming into foree of
the 1907 Electoral Aect, viz, Mareh,
1908, and with the aim and object of—
(a) securing those electors in the pos-
session of their franchise rights, and
also (b) satisfying myself as regards
the correciness and validity of their
qualifications for the purpose of im-
mediate transfer to the new roll, I ad-
opted an auxiliary method of circula-
rising these electors, and I took this
course all the more readily as it was
& line of action which eounld be com-
menced at once, and would be doing its
good work whilst the other more tedi-
ous procedure was being prepared for
and ecarried into execution. 6. Out
of a total enrolment on the 10 province
rolls, of 47,646, there were found to be
no less than 15,086 enrolments, equal to
32 per cent, dating back prior to
March, 1908. The circulars (ecopy at-
tached, marked “a”) were posted be-
tween the 8th August and 2nd Septem-
her—a commencement being made with
the North Province. Each cirenlar con-
tained particulars of the qualification
referred te therein, and full informa-
tion as to the objest of the inguiry,
together with instructions as to the pro-
cedure, There is no mention in the
cirenlar of any objection to the elec-
tor’s gualification; it is an inquiry pure
and simple, the objeet of whiech is ex-
plained in the last few lines in the cir-
cular, viz.:—“In order to enable me to
at once transfer your name to the new
roll now in course of compilation,
please give the foregoing immedi-
ate attention.” 7. The exceedingly
satisfactory work done by means of
these cirenlars, and the ready response
by the electors concerned, will be re-
alised when I mention that, although
on an average the cireulars have been
issued only six weeks, already by
Saturday last, the 4th instant, 5,958
completed claim forms had been re-
turned—being at an average rate of
1,000 per week, and we have yet over
six months to run prior to the
issue of the writ. 8. If any vin-
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dication of, or justification for

the action taken be considered
necessary, I wish to emphasise
the fact that—with very few excep-
tions—all the new elaim cards for-
warded show more or less serious alter-
ations when compared with the old
enrolments—many of such alterations
being indeed serious enough, if not
corrected or amended, to jeopardise
the elector’s franehise. The receipt
of these claim cards containing the
original ' signatures of the elaim-
ants revealed also numerous dupli-
cations on the present roll, where .
names had been auntomatically trans-
ferred from wrongly spelt names on
the municipal and road board lists,
and these could not have been detected
except upon personal applieation to,
and inquiry from, the electors them-
selves, 9. In addition to the 5,958
claim cards received, 761 names of
these old enrcliments have heen finally
removed from the rolls at the request
of the electors themselves, in reply to
my ecireolar, on account of the quali-
fications being no longer retained, or
on account of duplications revealed by
correspondence, whilst others were re-
maoved on account of the death of elec-
tors, efe., ete. 10. A further 1,044
cirenlars have been returned unclaimed
through the post, and are now waiting
to be subjected to further investiga-
tion. 11. T can, therefore, at present
aceonni. for 7,763 out of 15,058 circulars
1ssued, or 52 per cent. in six weeks,
whilst 7,205 replies have yet to be re-
ceived. 12. During this month all
those who have not replied will again
he applied to, and similar aetion will
once more be taken in Deeember. 13.
By that time it is expecled that the
tedious examinations of municipal,
road boards, and all other lists, will have
been completed, and only those elee-
tors for whom I have been unable to
find anv verification of their qgualifica-
tions will then be objected to, and as
the task of comparison proceeds all per-
sons who appear to be qualified, but who
are as yel not enrolled, will have elaim
cards forwarded to them, to enable
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them to claim enrolment under Section
. 41, .
With reference to the Hon. Mr. Corn:
ell’s statement in connection with the
North-Fast and South province rolls, that
he ‘‘did not think that at the last elec-
tion all the effort had been put into the
work that might have been put into it’’
—referring to the depariment — the
Chief Electoral Officer writes as fol-
lows :—

With reference to this statement, I
beg to refer to the statistical particu-
lars contained in my second annual re-
port, from which it will be seen (see
return on page 5) that the Couneil
rolls for those two provinees contained
the following number of enrolments:—

911 1912

(Mareh.) (April.)
North-East provinee 2,748 3,183
South province .. 3342 3,227

The following action was taken by the

department in connection with the pre-

paration of the 1912 roll :—

Removal notices sent to—
North-East. South.

Householders 521 855
Ratepayers 303 264
Lessees and free-
holders 260 148
Totals .. 1,084 1,267
Claim eards forwarded to non-en-

rolled apparently qualified elec-
tors— '

North-East. Sonth.
Mineral leasehold-

ers . .. 49 01
Crown lessees and
ratepayers 226 357
Freeholders 984 764
Totals .. 1,259 1,222

In addition to this, 3,440 claim ecards
for the North-East and 4,355 for the
South province were posted, ad-
dressed to the householder of every
house in the provinees within letter-
carrier delivery, in order to give an
opportunity to anyone thus approached
to claim, should he possess a qualifiea-
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tion, and not be already enrolled.
In all, therefore, the following ae-
tion was taken by the department:—
North-East. South.
Total removal notices

- 1ssued 1,084 1,267
Claim " cards posted
to enable qualified
electors to enrol 4,699 5,577

I think it will be admitted, uapon pre-
sentation of these faets, that if the
rolls were not complete as conld have
been desired the blame may fairly be
laid at the door of the electors them-
selves, and a system of compulsory en-
rolment is the only efficient method to
adopt ib order to wake up the elector
to his- responsibilities. In eonneetion
with the 1912 election the department
took the following action for all pro-
vinees :—
Removal notiees issued to—

Householders 4,266
Ratepayers . L. 2,924
Lessees and freeholders .. 1,726

Total 8,916

Claim cards forwarded to apparenily
gualified elcetors—

Mineral leaseholders .. 212

Crown lessees and rate-
payers 8,339
Frecholders 11,529
Total 20,080

Claim ecards forwarded to
all householders of houses

served by letter carriers 35,739
Total claims posted to assist
claimant to enrol 55,819

8¢ it will be seen that every effort was
made to secure a good and pure roll.

On motion by Hon., V. Hamersley de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until £.30 p.m. on Thursday next.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.



